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CELEBRANT 

Please stand. 

 Peggy Glanville-Hicks’ ‘Etruscan Concerto’ 

CELEBRANT 

For over a hundred thousand years, this land has seen Australians 

marrying and living their lives together. As we gather here on the 

traditional lands of the Yallock Bulluk clan to celebrate another, we 

acknowledge that this is Bunurong land. We acknowledge the 

significance of this place for these Aboriginal peoples, we pay our 

respects to the elders past, present and emerging, and we thank all 

Aboriginal people for the privilege we have to live here in peace and 

freedom. 

CELEBRANT 

Friends and family, please remain standing. You are not mere 

witnesses to the joy here today. You well know that queer Australians 

have not always enjoyed the support of their friends and family. 

Therefore, as we begin this ceremony, I am going to call on you to 

express your support for this couple as they take this step. If you are 

here to wholeheartedly support Skyler and Quinn, I ask you to click 

your fingers now.  

The guests click. 

Thank you, you may be seated. 



 

CELEBRANT 

Quinn and Skyler, as you just heard, your friends and family have 

gathered to celebrate your love and to see you make a very special 

commitment today. This community is here to surround you with 

love and support as you make that commitment, and I am here 

because I am duly authorised to solemnise marriages according to 

law. Before you are joined in marriage in my presence, and in the 

presence of these witnesses, I am to remind you of the solemn and 

binding nature of the relationship you are now formalising. Marriage, 

according to law in Australia, is the union of two people to the 

exclusion of all others, voluntarily entered into for life. 

So much for the Australian government’s definition of marriage; I 

much prefer the definition offered by an anonymous transgender 

Arab Australian during the campaign for marriage equality. They said 

that “marriage is the lifelong commitment of two loving people and it 

is a rite of passage. It starts by announcing to family and friends that 

you have found someone you want to spend the rest of your life 

with, and it is then celebrated by a gathering of friends and family to 

witness this lifelong commitment. It is one of the most significant and 

important milestones in a person’s life.” 

So here we are: on Aboriginal land; with the support of a community 

who love you; with the authority of the Australian government to 

legally marry you. Let’s get it done. 



 

CELEBRANT 

Skyler, do you take Quinn to be your lawful wedded spouse; to love, 

respect and care for them for the rest of your life? 

SKYLER 

I do. 

CELEBRANT 

Quinn, do you take Skyler to be your lawful wedded spouse; to love, 

respect and care for them for the rest of your life? 

QUINN 

I do. 

CELEBRANT 

Then you have the first thing required for a happy marriage: the 

intent to create one. The next step is to tell each other what that 

means for you. I invite you now to speak your vows.  

Quinn, your turn to go first. 

QUINN reads their vows. CELEBRANT encourages the guests to click 

their fingers again. 

CELEBRANT 

And Skyler? 

SKYLER reads their vows. CELEBRANT encourages the guests to click 

their fingers again. 

 



 

CELEBRANT 

I would now like to invite Hobart forward to recite for us Maya 

Angelou’s poem, Touched By An Angel. 

HOBART 

We, unaccustomed to courage, 

exiles from delight, 

live coiled in shells of loneliness 

until love leaves its holy temple 

and comes into our sight 

to liberate us into life. 

 

Love arrives, 

and in its train come ecstasies; 

old memories of pleasure; 

ancient histories of pain. 

Yet, if we are bold, 

love strikes away the chains of fear  

from our souls. 

 

We are weaned from our timidity 

in the flush of love’s light 

we dare be brave 

and suddenly we see 

that love costs all we are 

and will ever be. 

Yet it is only love 

which sets us free. 



 

CELEBRANT 

The ring is one of the most universal and enduring symbols of 

marriage. Having no beginning and no end, the ring symbolises the 

enduring love of those in a committed relationship, a symbol that has 

remained consistent across cultures and across centuries. 

Skyler, would you take the ring you have for Quinn, hold their right 

hand, and repeat after me: 

Quinn, I offer you this ring as a symbol of my love. 

SKYLER 

Quinn, I offer you this ring as a symbol of my love. 

CELEBRANT 

as you go about your days, 

SKYLER 

as you go about your days, 

CELEBRANT 

may it remind you of my love 

SKYLER 

may it remind you of my love 

CELEBRANT 

and show the world that we are one. 

SKYLER 

and show the world that we are one. 

CELEBRANT 

And Quinn, would you take the ring you have for Skyler, hold their 

right hand, and repeat after me: 



 

Skyler, I offer you this ring as a symbol of my love. 

QUINN 

Skyler, I offer you this ring as a symbol of my love. 

CELEBRANT 

as you go about your days, 

QUINN 

as you go about your days, 

CELEBRANT 

may it remind you of my love 

QUINN 

may it remind you of my love 

CELEBRANT 

and show the world that we are one. 

QUINN 

and show the world that we are one. 

CELEBRANT encourages the guests to click their fingers again. 

CELEBRANT 

Quinn and Skyler, today in my presence and in the presence of these 

witnesses, you have made a public declaration of your love, and 

promised to be by each other’s side for the rest of your lives.  

Now, by the authority granted to me by the Commonwealth of 

Australia, in the sight of Bunjil the Creator who has watched over 

these lands since time immemorial, and with the blessing of this 

sacred rainbow family, it is now my privilege to pronounce you 

spouse and spouse. I think a kiss may be in order. 



 

CELEBRANT encourages the guests to click their fingers again. 

CELEBRANT 

Now, the rainbow family and Bunjil may be satisfied with that, but the 

Attorney-General’s Department wants you to scribble on some paper. 

Shall we? 

 Sally Whitwell and Christina Rossetti’s ‘A Hundred Thousand Birds’ 

The certificates are signed; the music fades. 

CELEBRANT 

Ladies and gentlemen; queens and kings; trans and nonbinary 

monarchs and peers of all descriptions, it gives me the greatest 

pleasure you could imaging to present Australia’s most fabulous 

newlyweds, Skyler and Quinn! 

 Peggy Glanville-Hicks’ ‘Etruscan Concerto’ 

 

 

 


